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Abstract: Words and images can harmonize to clarify meaning in a variety of texts. 
This interdisciplinary work presents practitioners, researchers, creative 
artists, and teachers discussing how we process and develop meaning from 
words and images. This study is especially important for writers and 
designers working in electronic communication environments, where the 
marriage of words and images challenges traditional training. 

Ranging from theory to practice, chapters examine both cognitive issues 
and aesthetic concerns. This book explores topics such as: Human 
processing of images and text The roles of written language in project 
development in the arts Uses of images and visual thinking by writers How 
the ways in which words and images convey meaning can be both different 
and complementary Professionals, teachers, and students will be 
understand more effective uses of text and visual displays, and today's 
writer or designer will learn to clarify complex ideas by controlling the 
intersections of words and images.
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Shifting Cultures - We are shifting from a print-based culture to an electronic based culture: 
Image and word are becoming interchangeable 

Text - Our definitions of “text” need to be emended to suit the visual nature of electronic texts p. 
75 

Teaching Students writing and composition - When we teach people to write or compose, we 
need to address the increasing importance of design and visual thinking to the invention, 
organization style and delivery of text p. 75 

The author – electronic texts are visual texts; the controlling rhetorical element shifts to suit the 
medium p. 75 

Electronic Medium - If the medium is electronic, the controlling rhetorical element is visuality 
p. 76 

Visual composition – involves teaching people how to approach writing as a form of “visual thinking” 
in which they invent texts spatially rather than linearly p. 76 

The author – supports the use of gestalt principles of design to invent and organize 3D visual text 

Electronic media – defined by their broadcasting capabilities, so not just limited to computer-based 
text; “Much of our thought and discourse are dominated by the electronic word” p. 77 

Electronic word – has already forged intellectual and behavioral changes that are deeply ingrained in 
our culture 

Geographical distinctions among people have faded p. 77 
Elements of the Computer – include the following: 

• “The computer is to electronic culture what the printing press was to literal culture” 
• The computer democratizes the electronic word by making electronic literacy more 

available p. 77 
• “The computer is freeing broadcasting from the elite hands of wealthy media conglomerates 

based in NY, LA and Chicago.” 
• “Now, the once-silent can produce their own visual texts, offering them the ability to reach 

millions of people.” p. 78 

Ong – Western culture did not fully make the transition from an oral to a literal culture until the 
invention of the printing press promoted the widespread proliferation of written texts p. 78 

Havelock, Einstein, Ong, McLuhan – new inventions in communication technology do not 
merely change the way we relate to words or texts – they change the way we conceptualize and 
discourse about reality p. 78 

The Internet - due to the Internet, we see less deference to the written word and more reliance on 
the image as a way to present thought p. 79 

Visual Beings – relates to the following elements: 
• “We are taking the important final steps of our transformation into visual beings, as the 

electronic word replaces the literal world as a privileged means of interpretation and 
expression.” p. 79 

• “As people continue to introduce and manipulate more visual texts, they will become active 
members of a burgeoning visual culture, not just passive observers. It is the act of composing 
texts visually that completes the restructuring of consciousness, remaking us into visual rather 
than literal thinkers.” p. 79 

R. Arnheim – argues that visuality itself is a form of thinking p. 80 
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